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hether you

are interested

in a night of
cukoo-crazy

swing, a quiet
evening of conversa-

tion with midnight views of

BY CHERYL FENTON

Swinging at
Tongue & Groove

the city, or a few hours of games

and fun, Atlanta is a happening place.

LET THE MUSIC PLAY
Gone are the simple days of boy meets girl, both inno-
cent, both demure. The girl of today is a woman in stock-
ings with seams, drinking a dirty martini; the boy, a
man in a fedora, smoking a cigar. And, with the per-
mission of Old Blue Eyes, they are having a cuckoo-
crazy, happening time, baby. Is this the ‘40s? No, I'm
groovin’ to the swanky sounds of be-bop, the swing of
the ‘90s, cat. It’s back and Atlanta’s diggin’ it.
“Swanky is an important word,” croons Ken Ricken-
baker, co-owner of The Leopard Lounge in Midtown
Atlanta. Although this fashionable cocktail lounge has
only been open a short while, the rich colored velvet
fringe drapes and original ‘50s furniture give it a funky
flair of the past. With its space age ‘50s and ‘60s vibe,
art deco decor and live swing, it is subtle sophistication
| at its best. “We're about high balls and cigarettes. We
wanted the era of the Rat Pack — the feel of Frank, Dean
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and the clan hanging out with suave fellows and beau-
tiful broads,” says Rickenbaker.

Competing with several cigar/martini bars in Atlanta,
The Leopard Lounge has a jazzy feel, stepping back in
time, but not too far, according to Rickenbaker. “We
want people to feel it’s their own place,” he says. “That’s
why we make it comfortable but a little funky.”

Funk is certainly it. The silky spotted leopard print
on walls, floors and stairs growls at you, but comfort
comes from two fireplaces, candles and familiar faces,
such as Katharine Hepburn and Cary Grant, on the
walls. “The leopard freaks people out. It’s in every room.
I call it the purring wall,” says Gordon Wullf, bartender.
There is a “proper dress” dress code at the lounge, but
of course, priority is given to those wearing leopard.

There is something for every musical taste at Tongue
& Groove, from disco on Saturday and Sunday to today’s
popular dance hits on Friday. This upscale cocktail




lounge emphasizes
| style, stimulating
conversation and
dancing. Thurs-
. day night Ultra
, Lounge gives
patrons a chance
to learn and then apply their knowl-
edge of Big Band, swing, lounge, cock-
tail and space age bachelor pad music.

A front open bar area, studded with
comfy upholstered benches, straight
back chairs and candlelit tables, opens
mnto a dark, funky dance floor, com-

plete with spotlights, a checked tile bar
and a side sushi and sashimi bar.
Swing is obviously not the only hot
thing on the dance floor. Latin danc-
ing has also swept up the interest, and
skirts, of several women and men in
Atlanta. Tongue & Groove has Salsa
for Gringos on Wednesday nights, with
free lessons on the seductive art of salsa.
After the lessons, join in Latin Ele-
gance, an evening of Latin dance music.
Another place for dancing to the stir-
ring sounds of a live Latin band, Thurs-
days through Saturdays, is the Havana
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At Atlanta’s most award winning restaurants.

Enjoy fine dining and impeccable service at the elegant Pano’s & Paul’s. Hearty,
Havorful Italian cuisine at Veni Vidi Vici. Creatively light Italian dishes at the modernly
outrageous Pricci. The contemporary French influence at the glamorous 103 West,
The finest USDA prime beef elevatés power dining to its highest level at Chops.

Feast on the energy and creative American cuisine at Buckhead Diner— the
‘ritziest diner in the country” You'll find a nostalgic southern setting at the Atlanta
Fish Market serving the freshest seafood in town., Period. Enjoy taste sensations
from around the world at the funkily European Corner Cafe which offers a fusion
menu, gourmet coffees and its own bakery:

Don't know which to choose? Better extend your stay in Atlanta.
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Serving you at the spot
with spots: The Leopard Lounge

Club in Buckhead. And don't forget to
bring your favorite cigar. Or if you
want to rely on the advice of cigar afi-
cionados, walk through the large humi-
dor at the club’s entrance to choose a
cigar, ranging from $8 to $25.
“We are known for our
cigar selection and —"

atmosphere. The m
Havana Club 1s more W
than just the name. =

With the trees, wick- . ‘Para su placer de Fumar, Bebel ﬁg
er furniture and o =

columns, you think you're sitting on a
veranda in Cuba having a cigar,” says

R icaias

Antonio Diaz, assistant bar manager.

A blues band assumes control Tues-
day, Wednesday and Sunday nights.
Before or after your evening of danc-
ing, enjoy a drink from the full bar or
dinner from a new Cajun dinner menu.
All of this is why, the Havana Club is

“para su pacer de fumar, beber y comer.”

Swing, blues, reggae and
concert pianists are on tap at CJ's Landing.

Not far from the seductive sounds of
Latin dance is the Tango —and not far
from the Havana Club is CJ’s Land-
ing. The new Tango Lounge at CJ’s is
a huge draw, with Tango lessons avail-

able for $10 on Sundays. This hot and




spicy dance is a perfect way to round
out a week of other live music at the
club. Swing, blues, reggae and concert
pianists are heard from the front deck
“We
provide an element for everyone,” says J
Colin Allmett, manager.

and from the backroom’s stage.

Thursday night at the Ultra Lounge at
Tongue & Groove

Barlon King

Another place to dance the night
away is Masquerade on Sunday swing
night, lessons starting at 8:30 p.m. for
a $3 cover charge; or catch the swing-

Best

staurant
In The U. S.”

MAQAZINE FOR THE AFFLUENT [ LIFESTYLE™

STEAK HOUSE

Home of Serious Steaks.

TWwo ATLANTA RESTAURANTS
BUCKHEAD

(AT LENOX ROAD)

404/365-0660

SANDY SPRINGS
5788 ROSWELL ROAD
(AT 1-285)

404/255-0035

WWW.RUTHSCHRIS-COM

950 E. PACES FERRY ROAD
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ing sounds and big band boogie of local
talents, such as the Lost Continentals
or Kingsized, at The Point in Little Five
Points. Blind Willie’s has smoldering
blues sounds in Virginia Highlands;
Cafe 290 in Sandy Springs is a jazz
lover’s paradise; and you can shake

your groove thing at Have a Nice Day
Cafe to the sounds of the ‘70s.

If cutting a rug ain’t your thing, and
you'd rather be sitting on the comfy
| couch covering that rug, try Midtown’s
Martini Club, This posh, sophisticat-
ed club was conceived from a need for
| the art of conversation. “The owners
" had friends in town and they wanted
| totalk after dinner,” says Doreen Hayes,
general manager. “There was really
nowhere in midtown without long lines
and loud music.”

Enter the living room-feel of the vel-
| vet couches and small glass-topped,
wrought iron tables of the Martini
Club. The very relaxed
atmosphere creates “a
party within your

own house,” accord-
ing to Hayes. “It’s
a mix of art deco, and

30s and ‘40s.” Colorful

Are All Assisted Living
Communities The Same?

In a word, no. In fact, the differences may surprise you. #?
We're SunBridge Assisted Living. And our focus 13 exclu-
sively on quality of life. This simple philosophy makes us
dlfferent and we think a lot better.

Assisted living may not be something you want to thmk
i about. Butif your parents are in their eighties or older, you’re
\' likely to face the tougher issues that come with aging parents

‘?'*_'jn;& l' I

sooner or later. Then, you’ll need a solution.
SunBridge can be the answer. We provide

the most active, most independent, most qualitative life experi-

ence possible. SunBridge quality is unlike anything else you'll

find. So good, it’s guaranteed.
Call us at 770-645-1900 and make an appointment. Experience Suandge

yourself. The difference is quality of life.

% SunBridge

@ Assisted L1V1

A Member of Sun Healthcare Group, Inc
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. olicy for the achievement of equal housing apportiunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative
advertising and markefing program in which II) ere are o barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

SunBridge is located at 75 Magnolia Street
on the corner of Magnolia and Mimosa. Bly
in the heart of Historic Roswell.

123

F
L
7]
c
X
m




w
0«
=
9
w
r

Dance to the stirring sounds
of a live Latin band, Thursdays
through Saturdays, at the
Havana Club in Buckhead.

framed vintage posters of
beautiful women, such as
Grace Kelly, champagne
glasses and period adver-
tising for alcohol, food and
cigars cover the walls. Live
music shares the room with
you at the Martini Club.
From an upstairs piano
you will hear swing, jazz
and showtunes.

The Martini Club is
known mostly for its name-
sake menu of 54 martinis,
as well as having one of
the largest cigar selections
in the city. Some favorites
are Garden Martini, Smir-
noff Vodka with olive juice,
apickled asparagus spear
and a spicy green bean;
Melon Martini, Absolut
Vodka with Midor, a lemon
twist and a kiwi slice; and
the Bond, James Bond,
no explanation needed. There is also a
fine wine, champagne and beer selec-
tion, a brie platter and a shrimp cock-
tail appetizer.

Keeping with the cigar and martini
trend, A Point of View at Nikolai’s Roof
at the Atlanta Hilton and Towers opened
its doors in February as a new upscale
lounge, with breathtaking views of the
city. “The space features a state-of-the-
art cigar bar with built-in humidor,
lounge, dance floor and private dining
area adjacent to Nikolai’s Roof,” says

general manager Richard Groves. “A

fine selection of cigars, such as Macan-
odo, Royal Jamaica and Prince Phillip,
will be displayed m a Spanish mahogany
humidor, and a collection of single malt
scotches, such as 25-year-old McCah-
han, 18-year-old Glenlivet and 10-year-
old Glenmorangie, [are] featured.”
Guests find a jazzy sophisticated atmos-
phere —dramatic lighting and elegant
furnishing 1n Himalayan gold granite,
anigre and mahogany with textured met-
als and lush plants. A state-of-the-art

sound system and an enlarged stage set
the tone for live jazz performances on
Wednesday evenings, from 6 to 10 p.m.

Other Atlanta Nightclubs

There are certainly several other
places in Atlanta for a night out on the
town. The options and the fun are both
limitless.

Don'’t be too surprised if you hear
the pumping techno sounds of “Phan-
tom of the Opera” while a one-man

show dances through Cafe Tu Tu Tango.

A Point of View at Nikolai's Roof at the Atlanta Hilton and Towers is a new upscale lounge, with breathtaking views of the city.
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This is just a normal Friday or Satur-
day night at this unique restaurant
designed to resemble an artist’s loft in
Barcelona. Or you may be entertained
by a bongo and drum group. Who
knows? One thing is for certain —the
food is outstanding and the appetizer-
sized portions promote a festive atmos-
phere of sharing. After you've had your
meal, carry your drink around and
enjoy art from local artists or hand-
crafted jewelry. Is the purchase of any
of this art in your future? Ask the on-
site psychic or tarot card reader.

Or maybe the psychic will be able to
tell you who the next celebrity guest
bartender is at Planet Hollywood. (Can
| Tom Cruise really make a good cock-
| tail?) This is the 24th location of the
" world famous restaurant chain led by
* shareholders Arnold Schwarzenegger,
| | Bruce Willis, Sylvestor Stallone and
Demi Moore. Located in downtown
" Atlanta, Planet Hollywood is across
‘| the street from another well-known
| | memorabilia bar, Hard Rock Cafe. With
its strong presence in the club scene,
g if you don’t know anything about Hard
gi Rock, you've been hiding in a hole for
“ the last decade and shouldn’t be going

out anyway.
With microbreweries becoming more

land more popular, the Rock Bottom
'Restaurant & Brewery is an upscale-
\casual restaurant, featuring an innov-
er |ative menu that is complemented by
he |hand-crafted beers brewed on the premis-
ih |es. The interior design includes a din-
ing room, with warm wood booths and
irich upholstery; a large bar area, with
four championship-sized billiard tables;
separate seating next to a wood-fired
pizza oven; a glass-enclosed brewing

operation; and Continued on page 62

EXCLUSIVE BUYER'S AGENT

We represent YOU the buyer, not the seller.

JDA BuyerCorp Realty will help you:
* Negotiate the best price
* Find the best schools
* Select the most potentially appreciating area
* Choose the right home inspector or builder

BuyerCorp

REALTY
e—

800-237-1153

Personalized service you never thought possible...
So when you ask the question, "Who do you
represent?” If the answer is not "You, the purchaser."
Call JDA BuyerCorp Realty today!

WORKING FOR THE PROTECTION OF YOU AND YOUR FAMILY SINCE 1985
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For the Best Seats SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Order Online: www.atlantasymphony.org/chastain
4, & & 8 concert paclzag'es are available. Chastain Park Ampliitl]catrc concetls take placc rain or shine. Artists and
schedules are sul)ject to clmnge. All sales final. No excllang‘cs or refunds. Groups of 15 or more call 404-733-4848.
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New Shopper Marketpla
Weekly
770-926-4467

Newcomers Club of To
Non profit organization to
newcomers meet others, !
ties. Contact Cathy Herron.
770-516-9163

P.0. Box 196

Woodstock, GA 30188
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alarge covered patio. The menu 1s com-
plemented by six house beers, two cask-
conditioned brews and two to four
specialty beers on tap at all times.

There are two locations of the well-
known John Harvard’s Brew House
in the Atlanta area— Peachtree Road,
which was the first microbrewery restau-
rant licensed in Georgia since the state
legislature passed a bill legalizing brew
pubs in March 1995, and Holcomb
Bridge Road. The decor 1s reminis-
cent of an English pub, with dark pan-
eling, exposed brick, antique tables
and stained glass. The brewing oper-
ation, which is glass-enclosed, 18 Visi-
ble to patrons and the 15-barrel (465-gallon)
brew house has the capacity to brew
up to 5,500 gallons of beer each month.
Fight freshly brewed ales and lagers
are featured on the tap at all times,
1ncluding six standard and two sea-
sonal brews.

RW GoodTimes is a 55,000-square-
foot, high-tech fun center packed with
more than $1 million worth of the world's
most exciting electronic games, attrac-
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tions and activities, accented by a top
restaurant, party rooms and the largest
bar in the South. Choosing from among
an astonishing assortment of 175 elec-
tronic games and activities, patrons can
ski down a mountain, play baseball in
the Major Leagues, challenge their dri-
ving skills on Gasoline Alley, drive a
battle tank or fly like the Rocketeer

Lounging at the Leopard Lounge

with a virtual rocket pack. The 300-
seat restaurant serves contemporary
American dishes in two dining rooms,
and the full-service bar can accommo-
date nearly 150 thirsty patrons.

Auto racing is no longer limited to
watching professional or to “virtual rac-
ing.” SpeedZone is the first entertain-

- ment concept that gives guests a chance

to try four different types of racing and
get behind the wheel of actual 18-
foot-long, 300-horsepower dragsters
and custom-built, scale Indy cars to
race their friends on tracks designed
by top industry experts. After alap
around the track, a worked-up
appetite can be satisfied at the
SpeedZone cafe, a fully staffed,
theme dining room with an assort-
ment of entrees and desserts.
The only way to see Atlanta
is to go out and experience its
nightlife for yourself. Whether
you're a beer guzzler or a brandy
sniffer, a couch potato or some-
one who likes to shake their
groove thing, Atlanta’s nightlife
has something for you. So
drop this magazine and get
out there, |

garton King



