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Boston is in the grip of high-standard home improvement, with
loft conversions top of the list. From the aesthetic to the practical,
Cheryl Fenton takes a rooftop tour of Boston’s loftiest prospects.
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hal tho vou do with 1,500
sojuare Teal of open living
space in the middle of a city
like Boston?

“Whatever | want!" says
Ky MoGoman. She s just one of the oity's mary
residents who haye passed on the hassles and
cookie-cutter Toor plans of traditsanal sagle
family homes and condos, Instead, a loft space is
where she hangs ber hats.._ ona funky beam that
|ets aut from a bare brick wall next o an exposed
vault framithe 20= Call it industrial charm

Armed with screens. furniture and tabric
panels from the imporied furniture store she
manages, Cambeidge-based Mohe & MePherson
MeGowan turned a huge open space within
an 1B850s South Boston liguar destillery into a
well-designed, four-room home. And ifshe
dioesn’t o the setup, well, she just changes it

“Far rres. this brillunce of loft lving is this
wanderful aesihetic expression” she explains.
“There's ireedam of expression to do what you
warnt with the space”

"Lofts are Tun because people get bored with
layouts,” agrees Sebastan Diessel of Maxeell
Associates. "I you have a house with deflined
POCITIS, :mu'rl: very Brrubic wikkywihal wou can
dia With ofts, you can change the laout of your
ploce as often as you like” Dhesssd and hes wifa
created LoftsBastan.corm, anonling I'ﬂJ.'IH'.Hi'dg
ool for brokers and dewelapers (o showease a3
virtual odyssey of Bostor-araa kaits. The upswing
n the value of loft sakes the site markeats 5
staggening, alrmost doublimg sach cormsecutive
year over the past three years. from $13 million
1o 572 million in sales

Thee appeal of urban lving with high ceilings
and versatile open design sn't the only thing
attracting buyers, Throw in detzils like industrial
wndlows hung an weights, exposed brick walls,
ald freight elevator shafts with ongnal sieel
dloors and cool addresses ke ~The Chocolate
Factory.” or McGowan's “The Distillery™—and
o v got yaurself acorversation pace

1w Towind that the word '|loft” in advertising =
guaranteed ta make the phone nng or emalls
coitie in, Sy Louise L Obson, vice preskdent and

senior assoclate at Coldweldl Banker Realty
In Cambricge. "l can definitely say that the koft
market has increased dramatically in the last
five lo 10 years” Qlsan has sold kalts in Boston's
Marth End and Seapert areas. as well as
outlying neighborhocds in Chelsea, Cambndpe,
Somerville, Charlestown and Medfard,
"Most developers these days are trying
to budld lofts whenever possible becaise of
the demand and cachet,” sha says. “|n Boston,
certainly, there have bean many existing
bulldings that have made great loft
conversions, as wall as in Camlbridge and
Somerville, where available developable space
| 5 very limited”
; Diessel speaks of this phenomenon as a
| "second wave” of loft development, especially in
| Boston's popular wp-and-coming Leather
District. where he stands in his loft office, gazing
up at the 12-Toot ceilings with exposed heams.

“In the mid-"20s there was a first wawe, which
15 the heart of the true loft conversions” he
explains. “That wave's end coincided with the
beginning of the dot-com boom. A kot of these
bulldings represented a great atternate for
commercial lagses because they are livefwork
lofts, so wou could pay a lower residential kease
and fill it with programmers far your dot-com™

Then came the bust—dot-coms perishead
and loft living was reborn a5 bulkding owners
tried to il the empty space by turning again
to residential comersions

But the clichd of loft living (Tunky, starving
artists who need a large, cost-effective place to
sarve as studio and hame) is almost gone. Due
to increasing popularity and prices, loft Iving
now lends itself to the more pliable wallsts of
empty-nesters and young profassionals who
wiork in the city. And with these higher prices
sometimes come higher expectations and more
discemimg tastes.

“In the first wawe, the loft comwersions ware
a lot more raw with basic cabmnetry, atten ane
bathroom, one bedroom area,” says Diesseal
*Today you still have people who want a laft, but
theay want two bathrooms, two bedrooms and an
upscala kitchen. Some of today's lofts are verging
an xury condos”

Before signing up for life in a former police:
slation, cald lur storage facility or sausage
plant, potential loft-dwellers should do their
hemmework and consider thesr lifestyles, Although
the privacy (ssue that goes hand-in-hand
with open spaces (s easily remedied, there are
other conskderations.

“Especially n a brick and beam comversion
wilth wand floars, there might be a nose ssue,”
warms Diessel. “If you are at all sound sensitive,
yau might want to kaok at a loft with concrete
Beetwisen the floors, But it's conda living
regardless. You have to lve with sach other
It's all about entertainirg these days, sayvs
Ciesel. "It's about unfying your play tme with
your living space, Peapls work bard durirg o
diay, 50 they want ta come homie and anjoy their
inner space; that becomes their playground”
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