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BOSTON (CBS) — When Cheryl Fenton of Medford got married five years
ago she had no doubts. She chose the right man and the right name. “In my
heart | was Cheryl McPherson, but on paper, Cheryl Fenton. That's the way
it's got to be,” she said. (A ANOTHER GREAT DEAL
% Great Harvest Bread

A freelange writer.for several local and natio.nal magazines, Cheryl is known Gfm”—t HGIV Company
by her byline. Taking her husband’s name simply was not an option. A \\;@l
“Changing my name because | got married would be just like changing a

company that's been in business for 15 years,” she said. ad Co.

As it turns out, Cheryl's decision may translate into higher earnings over the
course of her career. A European study found that women who keep their
maiden names make $500,000 more than those who take their husband’s

names. TOI LKERS

See more at

According to Career consultant Elaine Verelas of Keystone Partners in
Boston, it's all about developing a brand and women who have already
established themselves in their field can risk a lot by changing their names.
“People who went from a maiden name to a married name overnight and no
one knew are the people who get lost in the shuffle,” she said.

WBZ-TV’s Kate Merrill reports.
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Take Cheryl for example. When you Google ‘Cheryl Fenton’ dozens of her
published articles pop up on the screen. If she had changed her name all
those years of work and experience would disappear faster than you can say
‘I do.’

Sports Photos Of The Red Sox Visit Wrigley

For some women it’s not that simple. As a marketing professional, Deanna
Week... In 2005

Dwyer knows all about the importance of branding but she still wanted to take

her husband’s name. “On the other hand, | didn’t want to let go of my own

professional identity,” she said. She used a hyphenated name for years. Then

she switched over to her husband’s name when she took a new job at

Franciscan Children’s Hospital. “Here at the hospital, | used my married name

because nobody knew me before | was married,” she said. VIDEO NEWS

Varelas says there is no wrong choice, but if you do decide to change your
name, you have your work cut out for you. “You need to do a great job of
getting that message across that everyone you ever knew knows you've
changed your name,” she said.

In the end keeping your name just to make more money probably won’t work.
It's more about the career decisions you make rather than what’s on your
license that leads to higher salaries.
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In this day and age of social media | do not think it would be that difficult to let people
from your past know you are married and let them know your new last name. Unless
your husband has some horrible name or a name that rhymes with your first name there
is no excuse for NOT taking your husbands name. | took my husbands name and |
wouldn’t do anything differently.
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Why didn’t he take your last name? | was married 4 months ago and my wife Sign up
wanted to keep her name. She asked me, “why do | have to take your name? Why f A' t & . Thursday,
don’t you take my name?” Good point. It's traditional and conventional and also a bit NOr |ertts Jme 23rd
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have mine.
May 25, 2011 at 9:58 pm | Reply | Report comment o [ u
MV PCLUB Declare
o Ir o 1
,98=5 Curiosity
THE SpoRTs HUP

LEAVE A COMMENT BELOW I

7

http://boston.cbslocal.com/2011/05/24/the-benefits-to-keeping-your-maiden-name/ Page 2 of 3



